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mine moral sentiment, by telling their hearers, that if they do not believe the Bible (or the Church), they can have no firm religion or morality, and will have no reason to give against Mowing brutal appetite. This doctrine it is, that so often makes men atheists in Spain, and profligates in England, as soon as they unlearn the national creed: and the school which have done the mischief, moralize over the wickedness of human nature when it comes to pass* instead of blaming the falsehood which they have themselves inculcated.
CHAPTER VIL
ON" THE MORAL PERFBCTIOH 07 JESUS.
LET no reader peruse this chapter, who is not willing to enter into a discussion, as free and unshrinking, congeming the personal excellencies and conduct of Jesus, as that of Mr. Grote concerning Socrates. I have hitherto met with moat absurd rebuffs for my scrupulosity. One critic names me OH a principal leader in a school which extols and glorifies the oiwraetttr of Jesus; after which he proceeds to reproach me with inconsistency, and to insinuate dishonesty. Another expresses himself as deeply wounded that, in renouncing- the belwf tliat Jesus is more than man, I suggest to compare him to a clergyman whom I mentioned as eminently holy imd perfect in the picture of a partial biographer; such a compariaoij is resented with vivid indignation, as a blurting out of something " unspeakably painful." Many have murmured that I do iwt corao forward to extol the excellencies of Jesus, but appear to prefer Paul More than one taunt me with an inability to Justify my insinuations that Jesus, after all, was not reafly perfect; one is "extremely disappointed" that I havo not attacked him; in short, it is manifest that many would much rather have me say out my whole heart, than withhold anything. I therefore give fair warning to all, not to mid any farther, or eta to blame themselves if I inflict <m them w unKjKnikublw pain," by differing from their judgment of a hiHtoricnl or tin* historical character. As for tfiOHC who confound my tt-wlw*
selves to read to the end, I think they will abandon thut fancy,
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